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F O U N DAT I O N N E W S

It’s Official Decision Made for New High School
At a press conference on Wednesday morning,
September 5, 2007, the Trustees of Rochester
Catholic Schools formally announced the decision to
build a new Lourdes High School on a yet to be
named site.
In opening comments Rev. Msgr. Gerald Mahon, CoChairman of the RCS Board of Trustees and Pastor
of St. John the Evangelist Church, described Lourdes
as a “city within a city” with the “cornerstone of
Jesus Christ.” He stated that awareness of these two
concepts is pivotal as “we move forward in the
strong tradition of Catholic education in Rochester
to meet the 21st century needs of students, faculty,
and administration.”
Key tenets for the new school include:
• The building inside and out will clearly represent
Catholicism and Franciscan spirituality.
•

Lourdes High School will maintain an
exceptional college preparatory learning
environment.

•

The configuration of academic, faith, and
extracurricular space will enhance student
experience.

•

Strategically designed technology will be
responsive to current and ongoing advances.

•

The new campus will support beauty in art and
music consistent with the Catholic tradition of
the Lourdes community, specifically including
appropriate sacred space and a suitable fine arts
facility.

•

Green space will be integrated into the overall
design to enrich the Lourdes experience for
students, faculty, staff, and families.

•

The campus environment will include better
accommodations for physical education and
other extracurricular needs.

•

The new facility will be modestly designed, low
maintenance, and cost-efficient.

•

We will continue to advance accessibility to the
broader Rochester Catholic and non-Catholic
community.

Paul Tieskoetter, RCS Board of Trustees Co-Chair,
discussed the factors contributing to the decision to
build on a new site. The decision was based on a
three-year comprehensive study of all relevant

factors initiated in 2003 by the “Lourdes Building
Our Future” task force. The study found that
improvements to the existing 67-year-old building
would be too costly. The building is also
landlocked, and the expense of acquiring parcels
around it would be cost prohibitive.
The estimated development cost for a new facility
on an alternate site is approximately $55 million.
Based on a feasibility study conducted for Rochester
Catholic Schools by Mark Davy & Associates during
the summer of 2007, a multiyear capital campaign
would be able to raise $15 million toward
development of the new school.
Mr. Tieskoetter emphasized that the “best use of
cost” while meeting the key tenets for the new
school will be primary. He stated that there is a
great awareness and sensitivity to the heritage of
Lourdes High School. Plans will include the transfer
and integration of parts of the current building into
the new one.
It has been determined that a 20 acre site is
required for a new campus. Several possible land
parcels are currently being investigated with a final
choice to be determined in the very near future.
Considering time needed for the capital campaign
and construction, the new school is likely to open
for the 2011-12 school year.
Catholic education in Rochester was founded by the
Franciscan Sisters in 1877 with the establishment of
Our Lady of Lourdes Academy. From that time
forward continued growth has prompted several
building projects – Heffron High School in 1912, St.
John’s High School in 1925, and culminating with
Lourdes High School dedicated in 1941. Lourdes
expanded in 1959 with the addition of the North
Wing and in 1986 with another addition including
science classrooms, a new gym, administrative
space, and a new entrance.
“With the decision to move ahead with a new high
school, we look forward to preserving the strong
traditions of this building along with continuing to
expand our level of excellence in academics, the
arts, athletics, and community service at Lourdes
High School,” stated Msgr. Mahon.
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F O U N DAT I O N N E W S
Message from the President
In my final column as the President of Lourdes
Foundation, the most important thing I want to say
is “Thanks.”
THANKS to all of the donors and supporters of
Lourdes Foundation. Your contributions to
scholarship funds, the Annual Appeal, gift wish lists,
and memorials continue to enable Lourdes
Foundation to provide tuition scholarships, assist
with parking, provide staff enrichment, help with
classroom needs, support music and fine arts, as
well as sponsor speakers and special events.
THANKS to those who were a part of the Circus
World Bingo charitable gambling operation,
especially Ray Zeman and his staff, for their many
years of dedicated service.
THANKS to my fellow board members for all of their
dedication and volunteer work on behalf of the
Foundation.
THANKS to the Foundation staff who coordinate,
organize and further the mission of the organization.
THANKS to those who came before us for their
vision in establishing the Foundation and supporting
it with gifts of time and money.
In closing, I would like to emphasize the goal of
Lourdes Foundation - to provide financial support to
Lourdes High School and its students. I hope you
will continue your partnership with us to sustain our
mission now and into the future.
Sincerely,

Tina L. Mohr
President

The Board of Directors of Lourdes Foundation
cordially invites you to the

2007 Annual Meeting and Dinner
Tuesday, October 9, 2007
6:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Rochester Golf and Country Club
3100 Country Club Road West
Agenda Highlights
6:00 – 6:30 Social Hour
6:30 – 7:15 Dinner Buffet
7:15 – 8:30 Annual Meeting
Program
Highlights of 2006-2007 Foundation Activity
Woodruff Award
President’s Award
President’s Address
RSVP to
to Lynnette Stadtherr 289-1702 OR
lstadtherr@rochestercatholic.k12.mn.us

Annual Fund Giving is Key
Lourdes Foundation’s Annual Fund helps maintain the high standards and excellence that sets Lourdes
High School apart from other schools. The things we treasure about our school – extraordinary faculty, a
broad and rigorous academic program, outstanding arts and athletics, myriad extracurricular activities –
would dramatically decrease or even disappear without your annual support.
We hope you will consider all that Lourdes High School has meant to you and your family and join us in
supporting the upcoming Lourdes Foundation Annual Appeal as generously as you can.
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F O U N DAT I O N N E W S

Two New Scholarships
Lourdes Foundation is excited to announce the
recent funding of two new scholarships.
The William F. Canfield
Memorial Scholarship was
established following Mr.
Canfield’s death in April 2007. He
was a 1949 graduate of Lourdes
High School and later taught at St.
Pius X and St. John’s elementary
schools. In subsequent years he
served as a member of the Lourdes
High School Board. He had a strong belief in the
value of Catholic education for all who desired it.
His wife, Rosalie (Class of 1950), children Bill (1972),
Linda (1975), and Michael (1976), and grandchildren
Tony (2004) and Anna (2007) are all LHS graduates.
The scholarship was funded through the generosity of
family members and friends. According to Rosalie,
“Through this scholarship we honor Bill’s
commitment to Catholic education and Lourdes High
School. I think he would be very proud of that.”

Father Virgil S. Duellman served as
associate and pastor at several
Rochester parishes including St.
Francis of Assisi, St. John the
Evangelist, and St. Pius X. He was
also a chaplain at St. Marys
Hospital for many years, becoming
chaplain supervisor for all of the
Rochester hospitals. Father was
very dedicated to Catholic education. He was
assigned by the Bishop to assist several diocesan
schools including Lourdes High School. Father was
well loved and respected by all those he worked with.
The Fr. Virgil S. Duellman Memorial Scholarship
was funded through a generous endowment bequest
presented to Lourdes Foundation in 2007. Father’s
gift will provide tuition assistance to deserving
Lourdes High School students for years to come.
For the 2007-08 school year Lourdes Foundation
awarded 88 scholarships for a total of $97,690!

Dresbach’s Inducted at Round Table
Reception
The Round Table is a group of persons who have
chosen to remember Lourdes Foundation, Inc.
through a bequest or planned gift. In a letter to
alumni and friends in 2005, past Lourdes
Foundation Board President, Janet Willis, made this
comment as to why she and her husband, Neil,
decided to join the Round Table…
“While it is our hope to continue to support Lourdes
throughout our lives, taking this step ensures that,
regardless of what we do for Lourdes on a day to day
basis, we will be leaving a legacy of support and thanks.”
On Monday evening, April 30, 2007, current LFI Board
President Tina Mohr made a special presentation to
recognize that legacy of thanks from Benny and
Eloise Dresbach. The Dresbach’s designated $387,000
to Lourdes Foundation from their estate to be used for
tuition scholarships. Their niece and representative,
Susie McClocklin, accepted the commemorative
plaque that was subsequently installed at Lourdes
High School in honor of her aunt and uncle.
“It is a privilege to be here this evening – I know
that Benny and Eloise would be very appreciative of

this recognition of their gift. They sincerely loved
Rochester’s young people and wanted to continue to
support them by establishing this Lourdes
Foundation scholarship,” noted Ms. McClocklin.
Also during the program that evening Ray Zeman,
Circus World gambling manager, and past
employees Barb Parks and Ronnie Stolp, were
recognized for their dedicated years of service.
Again this year the Round Table event took place in
the Lourdes Main Foyer and Old Gym on the opening
day of Fine Arts Week 2007. Over 80 guests enjoyed
viewing exceptional art work by Lourdes students
while sipping a glass of wine and sampling a
delicious variety of hot and cold appetizers.
The event is an opportunity for Lourdes Foundation
to express its appreciation to all donors and guests
for their ongoing support of Lourdes High School.

To learn more about becoming a
Round Table member, please contact the
Lourdes Foundation Office (507) 289-2584.
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Website New & Improved!
It’s new, it’s exciting, and it looks AWESOME!
Check out the updated Lourdes Alumni
Association/Lourdes Foundation web site. Phase
one of the site is in place and although not all of
the functions are up and running yet, they are
COMING SOON. Look for more information about
using your personal folder ID number to create
your own Eagle Class Notes account in the mail in
the next few weeks!
You’ll find us at: www.lourdesfoundation.org

Christmas Card Design Project
Each year the Lourdes Foundation Christmas Card
is designed by a Lourdes art student, and each year
it’s a challenge to select one design from the many
top quality entries. Art instructor Susan PalmerZiokowski talks about the process below…
“I plan the art curriculum around the Christmas Card
project. It encompasses all of the aspects of the art
education philosophy of the Rochester Catholic
Schools. It allows the student to share their artwork
within our community. The students learn the history
of the Christmas card and symbolism in religious art.
It’s also a perfect forum to talk about copyright law
and artwork. One of the most difficult parts of the
creative process is to come up with a totally original
idea. We are so fortunate to be in a Catholic
community where we can use religious icons and
symbolism within our artwork. I am very proud of
the results we have achieved!”
Thanks to Ms. Palmer-Ziokowski for promoting the
design project and to the students who share their
artistic talent with the Lourdes Foundation
community!
2006 Christmas Card designed by Junior Emily Williamson
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“2007 UNDER THE BIG TOP”
It was all there on the front lawn of Lourdes High
School – tents, balloons, carnival games, door
prizes, live music, food and fun – for the 8th Annual
Under the Big Top Rochesterfest summertime event
sponsored by the Lourdes Alumni Association
Saturday, June 23rd.

Master of Ceremonies
Joe Cossette & Pat Sitzer

This year’s Big Top
showcased performances
by a number of talented
Lourdes students. It was
a true variety show
including bagpipes,
keyboard, vocalists,
trombone, bassoon,
acapella ensemble, banjo,
garage band, comedy
improv trio, and even a
nimble fingered juggler!

The Lourdes Marching
Band was also commended during the afternoon for
their 25th consecutive performance in the
Rochesterfest parade – the only Rochester high

LFI Staff Rhonda Burnap &
Lynnette Stadtherr

school marching band
to earn that honor.
They were presented
with a plaque by
Rochester Mayor Ardell
Brede following the
parade Friday evening,
June 22nd.
Congratulations to
band directors Bonnie
Poterucha, Kent
Jurgenson, and Lee
Krueger, and to drum
majors Monica LaPlant
and Mark Lower.

Besides the live entertainment, this year the Big Top
included carnival games for kids of all ages with
face painting, the Rocket Bouncer, and the Gladiator
Joust. As always, freshly grilled hot dogs and root
beer floats were free with a Rochesterfest button.
We’ll do it all again next year – come join the
festivities in 2008!

Gary’s Fish Story is Growing
The “fish were biting” and the “boat was rockin’” on a
Friday evening last March during an unforgettable
gathering of families and friends for the 2nd Annual
Gary Vanselow Memorial Fish Fry & Big Catch Night.
There was live entertainment, fantastic food,
fellowship, and “fish” prizes for everyone! In
conjunction with Lourdes Foundation, the Fish Fry was
organized in support of the Vanselow family to raise
scholarship money for Lourdes students. In response
to the phenomenal turnout in its first year, the event
was relocated to the Rochester International Event
Center through the generosity and support of Joe
Powers and his staff. This year’s proceeds totaled over
$11,000, all of which directly benefited the Gary
Vanselow Lourdes Memorial Scholarship Fund.
A delicious old-fashioned, hand-battered fish & chips
dinner was served and cleared by volunteer RCS
teachers, parents and Lourdes students. During
the dinner, the “Polka Dots” provided musical
entertainment amidst a sea of 1150+ people. Over 80
sponsors (local businesses and individuals) generously
donated prizes for The Big Catch drawings.

“It was like having a huge
family reunion or wedding
reception for RCS families
and friends!” said Teresa
Vanselow, Gary’s wife.
Once again, the event was
an overwhelming success
due to the involvement of
many people and
Teresa Vanselow
organizations… Rochester
and grandson
Catholic Schools and
Graham Zuehlke
Churches, the Holy Spirit
School Staff, volunteer parents and students,
community sponsors, families that donated desserts,
and all those who purchased meal or prize tickets.
Thanks to the support of so many, Gary’s Scholarship
Fund will provide even more tuition assistance to
students in need.
Plans are underway for the 3rd Annual Fish Fry & Big
Catch Night - watch for details next spring and get
your tickets early for this worthy event!

Aquila Fall 2007 • Page 7

87309 Aquila newsletter Fall07

9/27/07

12:29 PM

Page 8

F O U N DAT I O N N E W S

Celebrating Jessica’s Spirit!
Jessica Murray was a
student at Lourdes High
School who would have
graduated in 2003. She
loved theater and
performing. She was
involved in the speech
team, cheerleading, and
soccer. While playing on a girls traveling soccer
team in the spring of 2001 she collided with another
midfielder and the pain in her knee wouldn’t go
away. A month later an x-ray revealed a spot near
the top of her thigh. Jessica was diagnosed with
bone cancer. After a courageous year long fight,
she died in June of 2002.

anniversary year event, but all who were present
came for an even more important reason…to
remember the talented young woman Jessica was
and the brave example she set during her illness.
According to Ray Murray, “More than anything, it’s
a community event, something to keep Jessica’s
spirit alive.”
By the looks of things, this year’s Run/Walk did
just that.

One of Jessica’s classmates, Christopher Riederer,
launched the idea of having a Memorial 5K
Run/Walk in her honor to raise funds for the
Lourdes Foundation Jessica Murray Memorial
Scholarship when looking for a project to complete
his Eagle Scout Badge. Jessica’s father, Ray Murray,
assisted that first year and the following year took
over the event. The Rochester Track Club has also
been instrumental in supporting the race.
The 5th Annual Jessica Murray Memorial Run took
place Saturday morning, August 4th at Silver Lake
Park. Despite the cool and rainy weather, over 150
runners and walkers participated. This year’s event
raised $3,235 for her scholarship fund. Many of
Jessica’s classmates participated to celebrate the 5th

On your mark, get set, GO!
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STUDENT NEWS
LOURDES HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2007
POST HIGH SCHOOL DESTINATIONS

Photo courtesy of Anderson’s Artistic Photography
Arizona Western College

Iowa State University

Augustana College

Luther College

Bemidji State University

Marquette University

Boston College

Mayville State University

Carleton College

Metro University

College of Saint Benedict

Miami University, Ohio

College of St. Catherine

Michigan Technological
University

College of St. Scholastica
Colorado College
Columbia University

Minnesota State
University, Mankato

Saint Mary’s University
of Minnesota

University of North
Dakota, Grand Forks

South Dakota State
University

University of Notre Dame

Southern Methodist
University

University of Wisconsin,
Eau Claire

Southwest State
University

University of Wisconsin,
LaCrosse

St. Cloud State University
St. Olaf College

University of Wisconsin,
Madison

University of Cincinnati
(Conservatory of Music)

University of Wisconsin,
River Falls

University of Iowa

University of Wisconsin,
Stevens Point

University of St. Thomas

Creighton University

North Dakota State
University

Drake University

Penn State University

Gustavus College

Providence College

Illinois Wesleyan
University

University of Missouri,
Kansas City

Rochester Community &
Technical College

University of Miami

Indiana University,
Bloomington

Seattle University
Saint John’s University
Saint Louis University

University of Wisconsin,
Stout

University of Minnesota,
Duluth

Whitman College

University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities

Youngstown State
University

Winona State University
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STUDENT NEWS

London, Paris, Madrid & More
By: Mr. Shannon Clapp, LHS Spanish Department Chair
Editor’s Note: Again this summer a group of
Lourdes students had the opportunity to tour the
capitols of Europe. Despite a challenging trip home, it
was a memorable vacation…
“Lourdes students returned to Europe this summer
during the month of July. We started out in London
with a walking tour by the banks of the river
Thames. We entered Trafalgar’s Square and paused
at Nelson’s Column, built to commemorate Nelson’s
1805 victory in the Battle of Trafalgar. We
continued on to Leicester Square where English
dualists once fought to the death. Then we spent
quite a bit of time in Covent Garden where we
enjoyed watching street performers and shopped in
the many different stores; a very crowded place but
with lots of fun entertainment and food to enjoy.
A guided
sight-seeing
tour of
London
brought us
closer to
places such
as the
Houses of
Parliament,
St. Paul’s
Cathedral,
and the
Tower of
London. The afternoon took us to Windsor Castle,
the Royal Family’s retreat, which was originally built
by William the Conqueror in 1070.
The optional excursion for this trip was to travel to
Oxford and Stratford, two of England’s most acclaimed
cities. Oxford, a mecca of learning for over 800 years,
was our first stop. Next, we traveled to Stratford famous not only as the place where Shakespeare was
born, married and buried, but also for its Elizabethan
buildings. Alternatively, some students opted to stay
behind for a free day in London.
Our Day 5 gave an incredible opportunity to transfer
via the Eurostar from London to Paris. This 18-car
train runs through the tunnel connecting Britain with
continental Europe. Upon our arrival in Paris we
were welcomed with a guided sight-seeing tour from
the banks of the Seine, to the Eiffel tower, to the Arch
of Triumph. The next day we visited (of course!) the
Louvre Museum. Students are always awed by its
immense size and the incredible collection of
paintings, sculpture, and ancient artifacts. One can
easily spend a month and not see everything!
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We ended our visit to Paris by boarding the night
train to Madrid. This is always a fun experience for
students. We enjoyed couchette accommodation
aboard the Spanish Talgo which offers only four
people per couchette, a drinks and snack car, and a
full dining car. Most students chose the drinks and
snack car while the chaperones opted for a very
beautifully done meal in the dining car. We were
even served a box breakfast in the morning.
Madrid welcomed us on Day 8 with a short tour of
the city. Later, a visit to the Prado Museum
highlighted our day with the opportunity to see
Spanish works by artists such as Diego Velazquez,
Botero, El Greco, and Goya. The next morning we
took an excursion to the city of Toledo with a stop at
a local sword making shop to purchase souvenirs.
Our last leg of the trip included a stopover in
Zaragoza to see the Basilica and a very unique
experience at a Spanish Tapas restaurant typical to
the region (a suggestion from our tour director).
Barcelona was our last stop. It was one of the
students’ favorite places. They enjoyed not only the
opportunity of seeing the architectural world of
Antonio Gaudi, but also exploring the city and
spending some time on the beach.
Having to return home came with some reluctance,
but also with lots of anticipation to share all the
experiences with loved ones. I must mention that
our return to the U.S. was very difficult - our physical
and emotional resolve was tested beyond our
expectations. Despite it all, the students endured
the difficulties with minimal complaints and made
the best of a bad situation. Thanks to them for their
great attitudes on a challenging trip home.”
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STUDENT NEWS

Student Accolades
Senior Lauren Pemberton was a member of a
team of seven student computer programmers from
Rochester high schools who took first place in the
national Black Data Processing Associates
Technology Conference August 15-17, 2007 in
Washington DC. The Southern Minnesota BDPA
chapter team beat peers from much larger cities
including Washington DC, Detroit, and the
defending champions from Chicago. Each of the
winners received a trophy, a $3000 college
scholarship, a digital camera, a photo printer and an
mp3 music and video player. The competition
included oral and written exams in computer
programming and an eight-hour project. The group
prepared for eight months for the contest.
Senior Colin Piepho scored the
highest possible composite score
of 36.0 on the American Collegiate
Testing (ACT) exam taken during
his junior year at Lourdes. Colin
is one of only nine students in
Minnesota to achieve this honor
(19,500 Minnesota students took
the exam) and one of only 177
students across the United States
obtaining a perfect score (395,000 U.S. students
took the ACT exam).
2007 Lourdes grads Chris Glenski, Chris Kennedy,
Matt O’Connell, Patrick Sitzer, and John Weimer,
all members of Boy Scout Troop 210 of Rochester,
earned their Eagle Scout Award this past summer.
Tim Burgart, Kevin Mulligan, and Joseph
Cossette of Troop 110 also earned Eagle rank.

Molly Noser played one of her best rounds of the
season to take second place at the Minnesota State
Class A State Golf Tournament at Izatys Resort in
June. Molly qualifed for the state meet for the
fourth time in her six-year varsity career at Lourdes.
Senior Kayla Johnson qualified for the Minnesota
State Class A Girls Track Meet in the high jump and
long jump in her first year participating in track.
Gretchen Leyendecker was an honoree at the
2007 Salute to Youth recognition event hosted by
the Degree of Honor. She was sponsored by the
Catholic Aid Association. Gretchen and Dan Lose
were also honored as Athlete of the Season for the
2006-07 winter campaign. Two athletes from each
of the four Rochester high schools were recognized.
The Lourdes team of Dan Lawler, Jack Wood,
John Kelsey, Kristen Pearson, and Ben Sparks
participated in the 2007 Minnesota Envirothon, an
annual contest that promotes environmental
awareness, in May. The teams moved between five
learning stations about natural resources, answering
questions and taking an exam at each station.
Each team also delivered a presentation about its
design for an environmentally friendly high school
for 500 students.
In April four Lourdes students received
commendations for their work entered in the
Minnesota State High School League Visual Arts
competition at the Mayo Civic Center. Katie
Cossette received an Excellent rating on her
drawing “Summer Memories” and a Superior rating,
and medaled, for her painting “Poised and Ready.”
Anna Canfield received an Excellent rating for her
drawing “Assisi Heights.” Sara Korsmo received a
Superior rating and medaled for her painting “On
and On.” Christopher Ziolkowski received two
Superior ratings and medaled with his photos
“Garvin Heights” and “Conquest.”
Out of 200 teams to compete nationally, students
Matt Payne, Colin Piepho, Karl Schaettle, and
Tucker Ward place third in the team category of
the NASA Research Directorate Student Competition
this spring.

Freshman Ben Kopecky made it to the final match
in the Minnesota Class A Boys Individual Tennis
Tournament at Lifetime Fitness in Burnsville, MN in
June. He was defeated by senior opponent Byran
Kelly of St. Cloud Cathedral. This was his second
state tournament appearance – in 2006 he went in
doubles as an 8th grader.

Last March two Lourdes student library aides,
Hollie Tilson and Nicole Brandt went to the state
capitol to represent the Lourdes Library at “Library
Legislative Day.” The day at the capitol started with
status reports on legislation from the Minnesota
Library Association’s lobbyist. The students also
met with legislators Tina Liebling, Kim Norton, Andy
Welti, Ann Lynch, Dave Senjem, and Sharon
Erickson-Ropes.
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STUDENT NEWS

Each year high school students across the country
gather at the flag pole on their respective campuses
in mid September for a student led prayer service.
This year’s theme is “Gather. Unite. Pray. Come
Together.” On Wednesday morning, September
26th, Lourdes students and staff participated in this
annual nationwide effort praying for guidance and
wisdom at the start of a new academic year.
Senior Natalie Kramer was the organizer for the
Lourdes event with assistance from Lourdes
Campus Ministry. The service included songs,
readings, praying the Our Father in unity, and
personal prayer. Natalie also initiated gathering
intercessions from homerooms and prayer petitions
from faculty and staff to include during the service.

schools and pray around the campus’ flagpoles for
their friends and fellow students. At a rally of
teenagers in Dallas, Texas in June of 1990 over
20,000 attendees were challenged to organize
prayer sessions at their schools following the
Burleson example. Some 45,000 students at 1,200
schools in four states did just that on September 12,
1990. The movement went national one year later
and has continued to date. Each prayer meeting is
sponsored, organized, and led by local students at
their school. Today over 3 million students in the
U.S. and 20 other countries participate in the
annual event.

“See You at the Pole” gatherings started over 15
years ago. In April 1990 a group of teenagers in
Burleson, Texas, assembled for a discipleship
retreat. That night they decided to go to three

Did You Know…

!

!

?

During the 2006-07 school year members of the Lourdes
Music department
• Participated in 16 competitions, festivals, and clinics
• Presented 5 concerts in Alumni Hall
• Played 25 Pep band performances

?

!

?

• Gave 28 additional performances in a variety of venues

!
?

• Went to Disney World in Florida with 77 musicians and presented a concert there!

!

?

• Had three students selected to perform in the ALL STATE ensembles at Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis
• Center Street Singers made a CD at the Tom Jones Recording Studio which was sent to Downbeat
magazine to qualify for an award!
WOW – our student performers really get around!
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New Lourdes Principal & RCS Director of
Schools Appointed
The beginning of the school year is an exciting time
with renewed energy and enthusiasm for students
and staff. This year Lourdes High School has new
leadership as well.
The RCS Board of Trustees announced the
appointment of Thomas J. Donlon as Principal of
Lourdes High School on July 11, 2007. Mr. Donlon
succeeds Denny Nigon following his appointment as
President of Rochester Catholic Schools in May.
Mr. Donlon has held diverse positions in school
administration and teaching during his career. He
comes to Lourdes from serving as Principal of Our
Lady of Peace Elementary and Middle School in
Minneapolis since 2004. He previously served as
Assistant Principal and Grade 6-8 Religion Instructor
at St. Mary’s School in Owatonna from 1998-2004.
Mr. Donlon served as Administrative Intern at
Owatonna Junior High School and Wilson
Elementary School, both in Owatonna, in 2003.
Previous to that assignment he was a Senior High
School Faith Formation & Youth Director in the Twin
Cities area throughout the 1990’s.
Mr. Donlon and his wife, Angela, have five children.
He assumed duties at Lourdes in mid July.
Along with Mr. Donlon, the RCS Board of Trustees
announced the appointment of Mr. David Doty as
Director of Schools for Rochester Catholic Schools
July 18th.

In 2006 the Trustees disclosed a restructuring of the
organization to provide two key leaders: a President
and a Director of Schools. RCS President Denny
Nigon will lead all strategic planning, community
relations, development, and institutional
advancement activities. Mr. Doty as Director of
Schools will oversee the day-to-day operations of
the five Catholic schools, assisting
and directing the building principals, particularly in
the areas of curriculum and instruction, technology,
budget, personnel and policy.
A native of Rochester, Mr. Doty
attended St. Francis of Assisi
Elementary School and graduated
from Lourdes in 1976. He has
held multiple positions in school
administration and teaching
during his career. He served as a
Religion Teacher at the Sienna
Catholic Academy in Rochester, NY; Assistant
Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy (Grades
7-8) in Rochester, NY; Principal, St. Michael School
(Grades pre-K-8) in Newark, NY; Principal, John
Ireland Catholic School (Grades K-8) in Hopkins/
Minnetonka, MN; and Teacher, Our Lady of Grace
School, Edina, MN. Mr. Doty’s 24+ years of
administrative and teaching experience, along with
his specialized skills and best management practice
experience in education, school law, ethics,
technology, and team-building will be strong assets
in his new position at RCS.

Denny Nigon Named RCS President
After a 39-year career at Lourdes High School where
he held a variety of positions – teacher, coach,
athletics director, dean of students, assistant
principal, and 20 years as principal, Denny Nigon
was appointed the new President of Rochester
Catholic Schools by the RCS Board of Trustees
effective July 1, 2007.
As stated in the official RCS media release, Mr.
Nigon’s key strategic priorities in the year ahead
include:
• Broadening the base of RCS philanthropic efforts
through expanded development activity
including major gifts, planned giving, and a
future capital campaign for Lourdes High School.

• Implementing the next phases of the “Lourdes
Building Our Future” initiative consistent with
the project Feasibility Study report that was
completed this past summer.
• Increasing student enrollment in grades K-12
through intensified marketing of the RCS system.
During a press conference announcing his new
position, Mr. Nigon said as the product of Rochester
Catholic schools, “I truly understand the importance
of Catholic education, not only to the Catholic
community but to the city of Rochester. I am
honored by this appointment and we will
energetically move forward to expand our
community presence and benefactor relations.”
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From the Principal…
A Different Endeavor…
A Unique Mission
Catholic School educators
often find themselves
participating in an ongoing
dialogue about what
Catholic education really is
in our time. Many among us
think we know what
Catholic education is because it has been around
so very long. We have a set view of it. Sister with
her ruler, students standing at attention as Father
walks into the room, neat little rows of desks,
rules, discipline … everything black and white.
But I think it important to pause, if only for a
moment, to behold what Catholic education
accomplishes in our time, what it is really doing
for our children in the midst of the extremes in
our culture.
Catholic education’s original purpose was to give
children and young people their three R’s, and
assimilate them into American culture. I think it
did that job well for decades. Today, however, in
our noisy, confusing, violent, torn, heaved-up
culture, Catholic education finds itself on a
different endeavor…a unique mission…to ground
our children firmly by quality academics, strong
faith-grounded values, attentive character
formation and gracious, tender care.
Amid our crazy, confusing, violent, and heaved-up
world, we in Catholic education receive, accept,
and bless the students entrusted to us. As
Catholic school educators we ignore the empty
words that through hard work and selfdetermination alone a child can become anything
he or she wants. That message is simply untrue,
and the message sets up our children for failure.
Rather, as Catholic educators we challenge students
to pause, to listen, to soak in and comprehend who
God has called them to be…beauty, scars, talents,
gifts, bruises, warts and all. We spend ourselves to
help our students recognize the gifts God has given
them and lead the students to use them well for the
service of God and the world.
Catholic education begins at kindergarten and goes
all the way through college because it is not only
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about education, it is about formation. It takes
years and years and years to help children and
young adults get that God accepts them as they
are, loves them passionately as they are, and has
generously gifted them with love, and joy, and
peace as they are – should only they accept God’s
gifts as God has given them and use them for
God’s purposes. That is our most fundamental
work as a Catholic school. And our students
desperately need that message: that God cares
for them no matter what, and that if we accept
God’s gifts as God gives them, then there is no
possibility of failure, but only peace.
I understand why prospective parents tour with
check lists, notes and clip boards comparing
Lourdes High School with those around us. It’s a
marketplace attitude, but I understand it because
school is very important and we all want the best
for our kids. Still, though, one more series of
questions needs to be on that check list, and it
goes like this, “Tell me … will you accept my child
as my child is? Will you help my child to
understand his or her strengths and weaknesses,
and help my child to build on the strengths and
manage the weaknesses? Will you love my child,
and allow my child to grow, and blossom, and
flourish so he or she can find a place in the world
of satisfaction, and service, and joy, and peace?”
Our answer to all those questions here at Lourdes
and Rochester Catholic Schools is a hearty and
heartfelt yes. Absolutely.
We know the importance of these questions, we
take them seriously, and know our work needs
to begin very early in a child’s life, and that we
have to keep at it day after day after day. And
we are steadfastly committed to it.
Although many aspects of Catholic education
have changed throughout its history, one constant
remains. The core and foundation of Catholic
education comes from, as it always has been, a
commitment to live and serve Jesus Christ.
Sincerely,

Thomas J. Donlon, Principal
Lourdes High School
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Bob Haskins Steps Down;
Aaron Gill Named New Hockey Coach
After ten years with the Lourdes hockey program,
five as assistant coach and five as head coach, Bob
Haskins tendered his resignation in late April citing
a desire to spend more time with his four children
and possibly coach their youth teams.
“I love coaching high school hockey…but as this
past season went on and I missed more and more of
my kids’ activities it weighed on me,” stated Coach
Haskins. He added, “The most difficult thing for me
will be saying good-bye to an incredible group of
Lourdes kids. They became like family.”
In late May Aaron Gill was
named as the new varsity
coach. During the 2006-07
season he was assistant
coach for Scott Lecy, head
coach at Rochester John
Marshall, noting “That gave
me some good experience in
dealing with high school
athletes and how things work
at the high school level.”

Coach Gill played on the 1996 Rochester John
Marshall State Tournament Team as a sophomore,
and then played for one year at Shattuck-St. Marys
in Faribault. Following that he played three years in
Junior A hockey with the USHL’s Rochester
Mustangs. After graduating from high school in
1998 he enrolled at Notre Dame. There he played
with his brother Tony for two seasons and captained
the hockey team his junior and senior seasons. He
led the Fighting Irish to its first NCAA tournament
berth. He was named Male Athlete of the Year for
the school in 2004. After college he played with the
AHL Cleveland Barons, a minor league affiliate of
the NHL San Jose Sharks, and the Trenton Titans of
the East Coast Hockey League.
“I learned how detailed the game is at a higher
level and I hope to bring some of that detail to
Lourdes. I am looking forward to the opportunity of
working with young players,” stated Coach Gill.
“They’re coming from a great coaching staff and a
great tradition.”

More Kudos for Coach Glass
On May 20, 2007 Coach Myron Glass was inducted
into the Minnesota High School League Hall of Fame.
“When you’re selected, actually you don’t expect it,”
related Coach Glass. “It’s very humbling – that’s
select company and to be mentioned in the same
breath is quite exhilarating.”
A legacy of versatility and consistency is the
hallmark of Mr. Glass who began his 40th year as
coach at Lourdes High School this fall. He has
coached nearly every sport beginning with freshman
football, track and field (boys for two years and girls
for 15 years), boys and girls cross country for 34
years, boys basketball for 13 years, and finally, girls
basketball for 24 years.
Myron’s girls basketball teams have averaged a
25-3 win-loss record per season. They have a series

of game-winning streaks including a conference
record of 124 consecutive wins and 75 consecutive
home games wins. Two of his teams had
undefeated seasons, and with a record of 588 wins
and 78 losses, the Lourdes team holds the state
record for the most state appearances with 14.
Coach Glass is the second Eagles coach to tally 500+
victories. Only nine active boys or girls basketball
coaches have surpassed that milestone.
Myron has received numerous coach of the year
awards, including the Rochester Amateur Sports
Commission’s Coach of the Year. Sports Illustrated
cited him in its “Faces in the Crowd” feature for his
basketball accomplishments. He’s a member of the
Minnesota Girls Basketball Coaches Association Hall
of Fame and a four-time national nominee for Cross
Country Coach of the Year.
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Laura Kurland ’01 - Fulbright Scholar
Editor’s note: During Lent 2007 the Lourdes High
School community generously responded to a plea
from alumni Laura Kurland to provide funds to
upgrade toilet facilities at several small communities in
Peru. We asked Laura to tell us more about her
Fulbright Scholarship Experience.
Briefly describe what a Fulbright Scholarship
is and what the selection process involves.
Why did you pursue applying for one?
Senator J. William Fulbright created the Fulbright
scholarship to open space for intercultural exchange
in the academic arenas of future world leaders.
Since established by Congress in 1946, the U.S.
State Department has overseen the adventures of
American scholars and incoming foreign students.
The process differs from country to country, but
generally requires a candidate to demonstrate his or
her purpose for studying or researching abroad. He
or she must develop a project or choose a location
to teach and demonstrate how it will strengthen
cross-cultural development. He or she must also
have adequate support from a local institution,
university, or organization to help the scholar
succeed in the work. The application process
involved a LOT of revisions to create a two-page
paper to explain the project and a one page
personal statement. Strong resumes are also
required as well as three letters of recommendation,
an in-person interview of character, purpose of
study, and language proficiency.
I applied on the advice of a college mentor, Dr.
Reverend Joseph Eldridge. We had traveled to

La Paz with a class of 20 students as part of a spring
break study for the semester’s colloquium on
Bolivia. After an exciting trip of meeting two former
Bolivian presidents, the U.S. Ambassador and his
staff, and leaders in human rights movements, and
non-profit efforts, I was moved to take on the
challenge he recommended.
What was your project during your Fulbright
year? What did it involve?
I proposed to spend 10 months, starting in August of
2006, developing a case study of rural population
centers in Puno, Peru. I researched the conditions
of rural communities to understand how the
political process of decentralization impacts the
experience of the nation’s marginalized rural,
peasant population. My focus was on the needs of
development in education, health, infrastructure,
and participation in the formal economy. I also
researched the conflicts that evolved between
elected leadership and local community members.
I visited rural regions of extreme poverty (no
running water or electricity). I interviewed elected
leadership, health providers, education directors,
and communal leadership. I also held community
focus groups which were led by my local guide in
the Aymara language.
My findings (which are still a work in progress) will
be part of my thesis to graduate with an MA in the
field of International Peace and Conflict Resolution
from American University. I have been invited by
the U.S. Embassy in Lima to present my findings to
the USAID team. I also plan on sharing my work
with interested non-profit development
organizations as well as political leadership at the
state and local levels in Peru.
What impact has the experience had on you
professionally and personally?
I simply cannot sum up the impact on my personal
life. My eyes were opened to so many incredible
and shocking realities and experiences. I made
wonderful, lifelong friendships, was hardened by
the harsh lives of the rural populations, and have
had many a crazy experience occur (like the time I
hitch-hiked on a contraband truck and was kicked
off when the police showed up - I had to walk
40 minutes to the next town to find a ride on
my way home).

Members of one of the Focus Groups interviewed by Laura
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sustainable development. So, I will return to Peru
for the next two years to do the foundation building
of the fair trade association and I hope to open the
restaurant in Washington, DC by 2011!
As a Lourdes grad, how has your high school
experience influenced you during your college
years?

Visiting local villagers

Professionally, I have decided to open a Fair Trade
Peruvian Restaurant in Washington, DC. The goal is
to serve fine Andean cuisine using fair trade
produce from the region where I researched and
provide a social return to the communities for

I feel that, ever since high school, I was taught to
push for excellence. I have always felt the need to
challenge myself and strive for something bigger
and different. Lourdes taught me the importance of
community and service to others. Ever since my
days in high school, I have sought a way to help
others in need. It was very frustrating, in my role as
a researcher, to be prohibited from giving money to
the community members as they reached out their
hands. I couldn’t take it anymore when I saw the
awful conditions of toilets in the high school at one
of my communities. I was happy that I could turn
back to the LHS community and receive their
enthusiastic support for the development of hygiene
improvements of school bathrooms in the
communities where I worked. The commitment to
others and generous support from a place I have not
visited in 7 years made me so grateful.

In the Spring 2007 Aquila we featured an article about Viet Nam and the Class of 1966 written by alumni Rich
Daly. You may have noticed one name was absent, Jim Sursely. We asked Jim to share his personal experience…

Jim Sursely ‘66 In Review
Contributed by Rob Lewis, DAV Marketing & Special Events Manager, on behalf of Jim Sursely.
The mysterious path we walk in life has many
surprises. The answers are few and the questions
many, yet every journey has the potential to become
a rich and rewarding adventure. Jim Sursely’s
journey began in Rochester and took an incredible
turn shortly after he left.
Like many men in the 1960s, Jim enlisted in the
Army after high school. He served in the storied
American Division’s 17th Armored Calvary,
volunteering for duty in Vietnam in 1968. During a
combat mission in 1969, Jim’s life path took a
strange twist as he walked down a footpath during
a combat mission. He stepped on an enemy
landmine. His survival was miraculous given the
limited battlefield medicine of the time. The
explosion resulted in the loss of both of Jim’s legs
above the knee and his left arm above the elbow.
He was evacuated for treatment first to Da Nang,

then Japan, and finally to Fitzsimmons Army
Medical Center in Colorado.
“While I was at Fitzsimmons, I began to realize that
my life was not over and that I had a choice about
how I was going to live it,” Jim says. “I began to look
for role models and success stories from different
walks of life. I borrowed what they had learned in
order to better myself and set a course for my life.
“Unfortunately, I saw many of my fellow disabled
veterans sink into despondency and depression.
Nothing is worse to me that the idea of living a
rudderless life without goals, values and meaning.”
Jim eventually moved to Florida and pursued his
education before becoming a successful real estate
agent. He works alongside his wife, Jeannie. They
have three sons, a daughter and eight grandchildren
(with another one due this month!).
continued on page 18
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Jim Sursely continued

Working with Ty Pennington on a home for an Iraqi War vet

In his role as National Commander, Jim also had the
opportunity to represent millions of disabled
veterans at many high-profile events. His testimony
before the House and Senate Veterans Affairs
Committee called to task the elected officials who
would put our troops in harm’s way without fully
funding the healthcare system meant to care for
them should they become injured.
He also appeared on “For the Brave,” a five-part
MSNBC feature on the National Disabled Veterans
Winter Sports Clinic, the largest and most successful
sports rehabilitation event in the world. And in a
small town near Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, Jim led a
group of DAV volunteers to help build a home for a
combat-disabled Iraqi War veteran for the television
show “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.” He
remains an active voice in the DAV, participating in
local and state DAV events and national outreach
programs, including the DAV’s partnerships with
Harley-Davidson and the National Wild Turkey
Federation.

Jim’s determination to succeed led him to success in
business, but it was his compassion for his fellow
wounded warriors that led him to the Disabled
American Veterans. Jim started attending meetings
after being discharged from the Army. His
involvement eventually led to a host of leadership
positions in the 1.3 million member organization.
His dedication to his fellow veterans and the DAV
led to his election as DAV National Commander in
2004. The one-year term went by quickly for Jim as
the year turned out to be a busy and visible year for
our nation’s disabled veterans.
Jim’s tenure as National Commander could not have
come at a more crucial time. As more and more
severely injured service members returned from the
battlefields in Iraq and Afghanistan, Jim was there to
provide comfort and hope. His visits to Walter Reed
and Bethesda Naval Hospital provided him direct
access to newly wounded veterans, who could see
before them a man who had experienced their
horror and went on to lead an incredible life.

Jim and President Bush

Given the unique
twists and turns
his life’s path has
taken so far, who
knows what
surprises lay
ahead. “It’s
getting close to
40 years since
that fateful day in
Vietnam. It’s been
an amazing
adventure since
then,” Jim said
before adding,
“I’m looking
forward to the
next 40 years.”

Via email Jim adds:
“As you know many of my classmates also served in the military during the war in Viet Nam. Words
cannot describe how proud I am of all of those veterans and the sacrifice they made for our country.
There is not a day that goes by that I don’t think about the many others we lost who were my friends and
fellow soldiers during my ten and a half months in Viet Nam.”

Page 18 • Aquila Fall 2007

87309 Aquila newsletter Fall07

9/27/07

12:29 PM

Page 19

C L A S S N OT E S

PEACE
Sympathy and prayers are
offered to the families and
friends of these friends &
Lourdes Alumni who have died:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Michael J. Brummer ‘86
Fabian P. Campion ‘50
William F. Canfield ‘49
Thomas Dee ‘50
Rev. Daniel Dernek (former LHS teacher)
Robert W. Green ‘46
Patrick Jacobs ‘62
George P. Joyce ‘50
Carol J. Mahon ‘65
Ryan Rogness ‘92
Robert F. Schulte ‘56
Marjorie (McCabe) Withers ‘46

Sympathy and prayers are offered to the families and
friends of these Lourdes Alumni who have lost loved ones.
Charlotte (Fritsch) Riddle ’58 &
Shirleyann (Fritsch) Dee ’64 on the death
of their father, Richard Fritsch. Charleen
(Riddle) Huber ’79 ,Cheryl (Riddle)
Caron ’80, Cristin (Riddle) Oelfke ’86,
Todd Dee ’86 Troy Dee ’88 & Tara
Dee’95 on the death of their grandfather.
Susan Arnold ’70 & June (Arnold)
Schroepfer ’72 on the death of their
mother, Geneva S. Arnold.
Julianne (Jirele) Howard ’77 on the death
of her husband, Paul Howard. Andrew ’03,
Michelle ’05 & Evan Howard ’08 on the
death of their father.
Colleen (Loftus) Mulvihill ’60, John Loftus
& Dean Loftus ’66 on the death of their
mother, Melva Loftus.
Ann (Markus) Heydt ’65, Carol Zwardt &
William Markus on the death of their mother,
Elizabeth Ann Markus.
Elaine (Carroll) Grassle ’64, Mike Carroll
’69, Vanessa (Carroll) Holtan ’72 & Pat
Rogness on the death of their brother,
Howard Carroll.
Bruce Schmidt ’67, Yvonne Schmidt
Toot ’68, Kathy Schmidt ’78, Gregory
Schmidt & Douglas Schmidt on the death of
their mother, Ethel Schmidt.
Sandra (Streiff) Garrison ’64, Marcia
Bussman, Rita Bussmann & Mark Streiff on
the death of their mother, Evelyn Streiff.
Richard Arend ’65 & Michael Arend on the

death of their mother, Mary Arend. Chris
Arend ’88 & Nicholas Arend ’91 on the
death of their grandmother.
Patrick Moylan ’64 on the death of his
mother, Mary Moylan.
Marilyn (Pierce) Laudon ’61, Dennis Pierce,
Kenneth Pierce, Paul Pierce on the death of
their mother, Ruth Pierce-Coleman.
Jason DeVinny ’05 & Heather DeVinny ’06
on the death of their grandmother, Janet Kanz.
Colleen (Griffin) Tucker ’72, Linda
(Griffin) Gander ’73, Pam (Griffin)
Kennedy ’75, Barb Maurantonio, Bonnie
Jensen, Suzanne Borelli, Cindy Stephan, Mike
Griffin, John Griffin & Daniel Griffin on the
death of their mother, Madge Griffin. Nerissa
(Gander) Marzolf ’93, Holly Gander ‘97,
Michael Gander ‘97, & Ryan Kennedy ’04 on
the death of their grandmother.
Regina (Lawler) Kildahl ‘45 on the death
of her husband, Dick Kildahl.
Liam O’Fallon ‘88 & Sean O’Fallon ‘85
on the death of their grandmother, Luella
O’Fallon.
Brent Hanf ’74 & Mark Hanf ’77 on the
death of their father, Bill Hanf.
Anita “Mia” (Lisi) Flesher ’77 on the death
of her husband, Greg Flesher. Emily ’04,
Katherine ’07, Mary Grace & Ann Flesher
on the death of their father.
Joseph Lindberg ’65, Ann Lindberg ’66 &
Mary (Lindberg) Peterson ‘77 on the
death of their father, Clyde Lindberg.
Barbara Piens ’74, Ronald Piens & Michael
Piens on the death of their brother, Jerry Piens.
David Holmes ’64, Gregory Holmes ’65
& Dennis Holmes ’71 on the death of their
mother, Rita Holmes.
Bridget (Garry) Dickinson ’96, Ben Garry
’97 & Ted Garry ’03 on the death of their
grandmother, Toni Garry.
Thomas Fitzgerald ’85 & Michael
Fitzgerald ‘89 on the death of their
grandmother, Janet Schwartz.
Denny Nigon ’64, David Nigon ’64, Barb
(Nigon) Kocer ’74 & Peggy Nigon on the
death of their brother, Earl Nigon.
Every effort is made to publish accurate alumni
memorial information. Please accept our apology for
any unintentional omissions. To update out records
contact the Foundation Office at 621 West Center
Street, Rochester, MN 55902, call 507-289-2584, or
email lourdesfoundation@rochestercatholic.k12.mn.us.
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60th Wedding Anniversary
Ambrose & Marjorie King observed their 60th
wedding anniversary in
June 2007. All of their
children are graduates
of Lourdes High
School. Candus
(King) Bergh ’66,
Catherine (King)
Wagner ’66, Camilla
(King) Kelley ’68,
Connie King ’72,
Carmen (King) Kane
’74 & Chris King ’83.

1950’s
Paul Norrie ’57 – and his wife Deborah recently
welcomed a new grandson to their family.
The Class of 1957 celebrated their 50th Class
Reunion the weekend of August 24-26, 2007.
Activities included an informal mixer Friday night and
a formal banquet Saturday night, both at the Holiday
Inn South. On Sunday morning class members had
mass in the Lourdes Auditorium followed by a
continental breakfast in the Commons sponsored by
Lourdes Foundation with a tour of the school
afterwards. “We really had a wonderful weekend!”
said classmate Nancy McGovern Gulliland.

1970’s
Just Rite owner and butcher, Pat Schulte ’73, was
featured in a May 2007 Lifestyles article in the
Rochester Post Bulletin marking the onset of
summer grilling. Pat stated, “I started working at
Just Rite as a teenager, as did my brothers. It has
always been more of a
neighborhood market with
an emphasis on meat. We
have many long term
relationships with our
customers who have been
regulars for decades.” Pat
continues to provide
customers with just (the)
rite tips on what and how
to cook cuts of meat.

1980’s
Elizabeth (Van Sande) Stanek ‘89 - was
diagnosed with breast cancer in September 2005.
She completed chemotherapy in January of 2006. In
August of that year Elizabeth completed the Breast
Cancer Three-Day in the Twin Cities which is a 60
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mile walk that takes place over a three day span.
“By sharing this in the Aquila I want to make
younger women realize that they too can get
breast cancer.”

1990’s
Andrew Koshire ’90 - and wife, Gretchen,
welcomed their second child, Clara Grace, on April
18, 2007. Clara joins her older sister, Sophia.
Blaise Porter ’94 – married Jennifer Rachmaciej on
July 7, 2007. Blaise is a senior
applications engineer at
Tissue Growth Technologies in
Minneapolis. Jennifer is the
associate director of
Orientation and First-Year
Programs at the University
of Minnesota.
Lisa Price ’97 – married Nick Stelzner on April 28,
2007 at St. John the Evangelist Church. The couple
makes their home in Rochester.
David Strauss ’96 – and his wife, Rachel,
welcomed a daughter to their family, Autumn
Rose Strauss.

Jerry Macken ’98 – married
Kristen Kraut on July 14, 2007.

Carolyn Askamit ’98 – married Steven Junkroski
on September 29, 2007. Carolyn is a Doctor of
Pharmacy at Central DuPage Hospital in Winfield, IL.
Her husband is the manager of Chicago Bills
Golf Shop.
Chad Silker ’98 - ran in the 2007 Boston Marathon
with his one time Notre Dame roommate Jeff
Wittich. Both Chad and his wife, Beth, are
practicing attorneys in St. Louis. Chad took up
running to help relieve the stress of work.
According to Chad, “You keep working and working
at it, and before long you’re running a marathon.”
Jessica Stachnik ’99 - was a recent contestant on
the “Wheel of Fortune” game show. She solved four
puzzles, three of them toss-up’s, and came home
with $8,600. When asked about what it was like to
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be on the set, Jessica said,
“The whole experience
was kind of surreal…
nothing really looks the
same as it does on TV.
I couldn’t believe I actually
got on the show – it was a
lot of fun.”

2000’s
Megan Roberts ’00 & Nick Campion ’02 - were
married on August 11, 2007. The couple makes
their home in Rochester.
Sean Brownlow ’00 - and his wife, Jennifer,
welcomed a baby boy in June 2007.
Robby Schreiber ’00 –
married Mary Callahan on
June 2, 2007. Robby is the
youth program manager at the
Science Museum of
Minnesota. Mary is student
service coordinator for
H.E.C.U.A. in St. Paul.
Heidi Gannon ’01 – married
Jason Mitchell on October 6, 2006
in Sioux Falls, SD. The couple
lives in Sioux Falls. Heidi works
at Citibank in the Retention
Department. Jason works as a
master control operator at KSFY
Television.
Kalie Poturica ’01 – married Ryan Gross on
August 3, 2007 in Edina, MN.
Alex Kilen ’02 – married Hannah Murray on
August 18, 2007.
Zach Mangan ’03 performed with his jazz band,
Secret Architecture, at the Rochester Art Center
Grand Lobby on June 7, 2007. Zach is a recent
graduate of Berklee College of Music in Boston.
Zach has trained with several renowned musicians
including saxophonist Joe Lovano, percussionist
Jamey Haddad, and famed trombonist Hal Crook. He
has toured Europe on four occasions with different
jazz ensembles and played at the famed Iridium Jazz
Club in Times Square with the Terri Lyne Carrington
Scholarship Band. In July Zach performed at the
Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland as well as
another festival in Belgium. In August he joined up
with the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, a Boston jazz

group, for a U.S. tour. According to Zach, “Music is a
really incredible tool to see the world.”
Megan Tiegs ’03 - was a Division III All-American
in women’s tennis this spring and was the Athlete of
the Year for the College of St. Benedict. Megan and
her sister, Christin Tiegs ’01, both played in the
Midwest Wireless Rochester Adult Tennis Open in
Rochester in July. The pair teamed up to win the
Women’s Doubles title. They then squared off for
the Open Singles title, where Megan took the win.
Senior soccer player Rachel Lindor ’03 was
awarded with Scholar-Athlete of the Year honors at
the College of St. Benedict this spring.
Former hockey standout Jamie Ruff ’05 has
accepted an offer to play Division 1 hockey at
Bemidji State University. He was an honorable
mention all-state player for Lourdes in the 2004-05.
He led the Eagles with 22 goals and 23 assists in 27
games played that season. For the past two years
he as played for the Southern Minnesota Express, a
Junior A team in Owatonna.
Emily Maus ’05 - won the
National Championship for the
introductory level of dressage
horse riding at Centenary
College in New Jersey in April.
She was competing for Mount
Holyoke College in South
Hadley, Massachusetts. Since
becoming a student at Holyoke
she has taken on the challenge
of learning dressage. Emily
has been horse back riding
since age 7. In 2002 she won
the World Championship of Youth Saddle Seat
Pleasure Riding. According to Emily, she enjoys the
team part of competing the most – “It’s just so
rewarding to be a part of a team.”
A collection of paintings by Daniel Fleming ’05
were featured as part of the June 2007 art exhibit at
Crossings Gallery in Zumbrota, MN. He is a student
at the Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design. The
exhibit was held concurrently with Zumbrota’s
annual “Art in East Park” Fair.
Jenny Shaughnessy ’05 - was named the
University of Minnesota women’s swimming and
diving Most Valuable Swimmer for the 2006-07
season. She shared the team’s Hardest Worker
Award with teammate Jenny Hasling and was also
named to the Academic All-Big Ten team.
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History Mystery
The 2007
Spring Aquila
History Mystery
photo was
correctly
identified by
Jim Gander.
Jim was the first
person who
could name the
entire group (from left to right) Michele Walz,
Susan Voss, Julie Vehrenkamp, Giovanna
Valdettaro, and Kim Toogood. Jim chose a
Lourdes baseball cap for his prize.
Put you’re thinking caps on, here’s this issue’s
photo! Be the first to contact us and win either a
Lourdes tee shirt, baseball cap, or visor.

Captains and Coaches – who are they?
Lynnette Stadtherr – (507) 289-1702 OR
lstadtherr@rochestercatholic.k12.mn.us
RCS non-alumni employees ineligible for contest.

From the EAGLE Archives…
Do you remember?
(Reprinted from the December 1943 issue of the Lourdes EAGLE)

Homecoming Festivities 1943
“Lourdes homecoming went off with a bang
starting on Friday evening, October 22nd, with a
bonfire in the practice field near the Rochester
Bread Company plant. Here the queen, Mary
Mahoney; her junior attendant, Mary Gentling; her
sophomore attendant, Dorothy Whelan;
cheerleaders and all were present to see the
dummy of St. Augustine go up in smoke. While
the bonfire was burning, the cheerleaders led the
group in a series of school yells.
Then the student body took part in a snake dance
to Lourdes High School for the homecoming
dance. Here the music was provided by Don
Erickson and his 11 piece band. The gymnasium
was very artistically decorated in purple and gold.
After the grand march, the queen was crowned by
our football captain, David Shandley.
Sunday afternoon took us to Soldiers Field where
the Eagles met Austin St. Augustine’s football
team, coming through with a 13-6 victory. After
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the game both teams were served dinner at
Lourdes by the senior class.”
Mary Frances Kelly ‘45
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Calendar
Spring/Sumer 2007
October 2007
9th -

Lourdes Foundation Annual Meeting
Rochester Golf & Country Club
6:00 pm
20th - RCS/LHS Rummage Sale
Lourdes High School – Old Gym
8:00 am – 2:00 pm
26th - LHS Marching Band Concert
Alumni Hall
7:30 pm

November 2007
3rd -

Lourdes/RCS Auction
Lourdes High School
5th - LHS Fall Sports Awards
Alumni Hall
6:30 pm
16th, 17th & 18th
Lourdes Theater Department Fall Play
The Diary of Anne Frank
Lourdes High School Auditorium
16th & 17th – 7:00 pm
18th – 2:00 pm
22nd - Thanksgiving

December 2007
9th -

Lourdes High School Music Department
Christmas Concert
Lourdes High School - Alumni Hall
9th - Lourdes High School Sports Hall of
Fame Banquet
Rochester International Event Center
7:00 pm
21st - January 2nd
Christmas Break – No School
26th – 28th
Girls Hockey Sertoma Shoot Out
27th – 29th
Boys Hockey Kiwanis Tournament
Graham Arena & Rochester Rec. Center
26th -28th
Rotary Basketball Tournament
Mayo Civic Center & University CenterRochester
For a complete listing of LHS activities
and sporting events, please visit
www.rochestercatholic.k12.mn.us
and click on the Lourdes icon.

“Steppin Out!” for
the Lourdes/RCS
Auction
Rochester Catholic Schools presents the 28th
Annual Lourdes/RCS Auction on Saturday,
November 3, 2007. This year’s theme is “Steppin’
Out!” and the auction is steppin’ up its fundraising
celebration with an afternoon silent auction from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. followed at 6 p.m. by an evening
gourmet dinner with cash bar and live auction.
Tickets are $25 per person and include an all-day
auction pass + the buffet dinner by Victoria’s Italian
restaurant. Tickets to attend the silent auction
only are $5. A huge variety of goods and services
will be up for bid – Florida trips, diamonds, a
beautifully decorated Christmas tree, Viking’s, Wild,
and Wolves’ tickets, theater tickets, and much,
much MORE!
All proceeds directly benefit the students of Lourdes
High School and Rochester Catholic Schools. Call
LHS for more information or to reserve tickets:
(507) 289-3991.
P.S. Auction donations welcome!

Going Once…
Going Twice…
SOLD!!!
Lourdes High School Sports Hall of Fame

SAVE
THE
DATE!
LHS Sports Hall of Fame
Inaugural Banquet
December 9, 2007
Rochester International Event Center
Tickets available beginning
October 15th
More details coming soon!
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First day of school for seniors Sara Korsmo, Katie Swantko, and Sarah Kemmerick

Lourdes Foundation
621 West Center Street
Rochester, Minnesota 55902

PARENTS: If this publication is addressed to a
son or daughter who no longer lives with you,
please call the Foundation Office at 507-289-2584
with his or her new mailing address.
Thank you!

CHECK US OUT ONLINE AT

www.lourdesfoundation.org
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